
IN  
THIS  
ISSUE 

Page 2: Message From Our CEO 

 

Page 2: New Team Members Page 3: The Banyan Tree Roots Foundation Grant 

Page 3: New Board Members 

bbbsli.org 

WINTER 2021 
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Congratulations to Big Sister Mickey on being selected as Big Brothers Big Sisters 

of Long Island’s Big of the Year!  

Littles were asked to submit a two minute video sharing how their Big Brother or 

Big Sister has made an impact on their life and why they are special. In her video, 

Katie shared the following things about her Big Sister Mickey: 

 

• “Mickey has made my life a thousand times happier. I’m the person I am today 

because of her and I strive to be better every day because of her.” 

• “She is the most loving, kind-hearted, selfless person I have ever met.” 

• “ I love her kindness and her ability to keep it real.” 

• “She is the person I go to and we talk about EVERYTHING!” 

• “Mickey is someone I will cherish for the rest of my life because she has 

given me an outlet to be my true self!”  

 

Big Sister Mickey and Little Sister Katie, who have been matched for eight 

years, were one of the matches highlighted at BBBSLI’s 2019 Gala. At the 

event, Mickey spoke about how special it has been to watch Katie grow up 

from a young girl into a smart, caring, funny teenager who now aspires to be 

a doctor. “The sky's the limit for Katie, and I couldn’t be more proud to be 

her Big Sister,” said Mickey. 

 

Katie also shared, “I cherish the moments we’ve spent over the years doing fun 

things together, but the best memories I have are the times when it’s just the two 

of us talking to each other. Mickey has become an outlet for me, the person I turn 

to whenever I need to talk about a problem or just to share something that I’m 

really excited about.” 

 

You can view Katie’s video submission as well as the other finalist videos on the 

BBBSLI YouTube channel.  

Congratulations to Big of the Year: Mickey! 
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Claudia Poglianich  

A Message from Our CEO 

2020 was a year of challenges. Over the past 11 months, the Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of Long Island team answered the challenges COVID-19 presented to some 

of the most vulnerable children in our communities. We quickly pivoted and found 

new ways to safely sustain programs and services that the families we serve have 

grown to count on. We implemented new virtual mentoring programs, offered our 

Bigs and Littles new ways to stay engaged, and supported the Littles in their virtual 

learning by providing technology equipment and academic support.  

 

As BBBSLI endured the many financial and programmatic challenges contributed 

by the pandemic, our focus remained on the families and the children in our 

programs. We ensured they had access to the essential resources needed to maintain 

their health, mental stability, and nutritional needs.  

 

I want to thank every single one of you that have stepped up and made invaluable contributions through our “Now More 

Than Ever” campaign, where 100% of the funds raised went directly towards supporting our families during the 

pandemic. Because of  your contributions, we have been able to provide unwavering support to our families and the 

children we serve. 

  

As we all do our part to maintain social distance for the health of our community, the connection between Bigs and Littles 

is more important than ever. Our Littles' lives have been turned upside down. They are isolated from their traditional 

support systems like teachers, classmates, and loved ones. A Big provides them with much-needed stability. More than 

ever, we need to keep these connections strong and help to create new ones.  

 

As BBBSLI is being called upon to offer even more support to children and families in our community, we need and 
appreciate the community’s support for BBBSLI. We are grateful for the volunteers, donors, families, staff members and 
community partners who continue to support our work. Thank you for believing in us. Thank you for believing in the kids 
we serve. And thank you for standing with us to ignite the power and promise of youth on Long Island.  
 
Together, we are defenders of potential.   
 
 
 

Mark Cox 
Chief Executive Officer, BBBSLI 

New Team Members 

BBBSLI welcomes our new Directors of 

Development, Claudia Poglianich and 

Debra Wiener, to the BBBSLI family! 

Together their work will focus on 

increasing funds and awareness to ensure 

that we continue our mission to ignite the 

potential of children across Long Island. 

Debra Wiener  
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Welcome New Board Members 

Nancy Foster 

Senior Vice President, BNB Bank  

Anil Jagtiani 

Founder & CEO, NAKA 

Keith Miller 

Senior VP & Chief Lending Officer,  

Island Federal  Credit Union  

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Long Island 

(BBBSLI), has been awarded a $100,000 

grant from The Banyan Tree Roots 

Foundation for the development of 

STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) enriched  programs. 

The generous financial support provided by this grant 

has had an immediate impact, enabling BBBSLI to 

purchase 50 Chromebook tablets for Littles in the 

program. The agency has also established a fully 

equipped STEAM lab, proudly named “The Banyan 

Tree Roots Foundation STEAM Lab”. The technology 

in this lab will enable the agency to host virtual and in 

person collaborative events covering a variety of topics. 

Additionally, the grant will provide funds for several 

upcoming virtual match events and activities, helping to 

foster positive relationships with Bigs, Littles and 

families.  

 

BBBSLI is extremely honored and grateful for all the 

opportunities that will be made possible thanks to the 

generous support of The Banyan Tree Roots  

Foundation. 
Entrance to BBBSLI’s  

"The Banyan Tree 

 Roots Foundation STEAM  Lab” 

Little Brother Noah (top) and  

Little Sister ZeeZee with 

 their new Chromebooks  

The Banyan Tree Roots Foundation 

 Awards BBBSLI $100,000 Grant 

New Board Members 

“ We’re thrilled to welcome our new Board members who each bring several years of 

leadership and support through their time on our President’s Council. Their commitment 

and experience will be a tremendous asset in furthering our agency’s mission. 

“ 

- Mark Cox, Chief Executive Officer, BBBSLI 
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We continue to offer 

our Bigs and Littles 

new ways to stay 

connected while 

helping them to 

maintain the 

meaningful connections 

that are so important 

during these difficult 

times.  

Bethpage Federal Credit Union 

Bridgehampton National Bank 

The Dorr Foundation 

Equus Power I, LP 

Geico Philanthropic Foundation 

Island Outreach Foundation 

People’s United Community 

Foundation 

Ridgewood Savings Bank 

Seventh District Foundation 

The Laura B. Vogler Foundation 

The Winifred & William O’Reilly 

Foundation 

Bar Association of Nassau County/  

We Care Fund 

Thank You  

Fabiola Turner 

Director of Programs, 

BBBSLI 

“ 

“ to a few of our Grant & Foundation Partners  
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Thanks to the generous 

support from the community, 

this year’s Holiday for Kids’ 

Sake program created magic 

for 350 children and 116 

families across Long Island! 

100% of the children were 

sponsored, receiving all the 

items on their holiday wish 

lists. BBBSLI also received 

over $10,000 in donated gift 

cards. Thank you to all those who made the program a success 

with their sponsorship and generous donations. Special thanks 

to Dantona Industries, Inc. for sponsoring the food and Stop & 

Shop gift cards for all the families. 

“The smile on my daughter’s face was priceless! I can’t put into words what this generosity 

has meant to my family.”  – Mother of BBBSLI Little 

On behalf of the Talotta, Grant, Trovato and Weisbrod families; the agency; and the scholarship committee, 

we congratulate our 2019-2020 Scholarship Recipients!! 

Scholarship Recipients

Holiday for Kids’ Sake 



CEO 

Mark Cox  

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Chief Financial Officer 

Helen Liriano 

 

Director of Development 

Claudia Poglianich  

 

Director of Programs 

Fabiola Turner 

 

Director of Human Resources 

Carmelina Vassallo 

 

Director of Development 

Deb Wiener 

 

MANAGERS 

Program Managers 

Lauren Laurore  

Gabriella Ramirez  

 

STAFF 

Senior Match Support Specialist 

Amanda Jackman 

 

Match Support Specialists 

Betty Montero 

Shoana Juin 

 

Enrollment Specialists 

Rosemery Cardenas 

Rebecca Kornell 

 

Grant Writer 

Carrie Thorne 

 

For event details and sponsorship opportunities, please contact Claudia Poglianich 

at (516) 731-7880 x223 or visit: bbbsli.org/upcoming-events   

Big Brothers and Big Sisters serve as role models, friends, and advocates for 

children who need the support of a caring, consistent adult in their lives. Now 

more than ever, children need mentors to help them navigate these challenging 

times. We need more Big Brothers & Big Sisters to help children throughout 

Long Island reach their endless potential. WE NEED YOU! Take the first step 

and contact us at (516) 731-7880 x212 or email: Inquiryresponses@bbbsli.org 

bbbsli.org    |    Follow us on social media 


